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Recently I came across an article from 
Psychology Today entitled “How to Pick a 
President.”  

The article enumerated some interesting 
psychological facts about the process of picking a 
president as well as the key strengths a president 
needs. The author, Dr. Gartner, asked seven 
prominent presidential historians to offer their 
insights. They all agreed that judgement was the 
most crucial. Here are some of their other 
thoughts: 

…We need a president to be dominant but not 
bullying, to be deliberative without appearing 
indecisive, to inspire without overpromising, 
says political scientist Michael Genovese. “It is 
rocket science.” 
…What we want in a president and what we 
need in a president may be two different things. 
The problem is that appealing to the [emotions] 
is how you win elections, while governing the 
country relies almost unremittingly on 
resources of the [analytical brain]. 

But it was this last comment, summing up the 
others, that intrigued me the most,  

In all but one election since the first televised 
debate, … The winner was almost always the 
man who was visibly and audibly more 
aggressive, confident, and energetic. 

As I read this article I was intrigued by a thought 
that has stuck with me for the past few days.  

What if we elected a savior? Would Jesus win? 
Think about this for a moment. He hardly made it 
outside of his homeland. His education was 
minimal. His profession was what? Carpenter for a 
few years, he then gave up this honest work to rely 
on the charity of strangers, while wandering from 
town to town. The press would have a field day with 
his questionable heritage and his failure to organize 
the masses into a coherent constituency would 

leave him vulnerable to those with more will to 
power.  

The one fact in today’s modern world that 
would doom Jesus to lose, more than any other, 
would be his humility. His humility is absolutely 
central to his servant core which, of course, seems 
utterly contradictory. The one with the most power 
to wield in the world, instead, chooses an entirely 
different tool. 

Given the success of power and dominance in 
politics and the world, we might rightly wonder 
what is the value and virtue of humility. But take a 
moment to think, because the strategies Jesus used 
created the most enduring and largest organization 
the world has ever known! He is a leader, but not 
one who is swayed by cheap victories based upon 
easy promises. 

Humility is central to the ones who would 
follow him because it grows a proper 
understanding of the glory of God and our own 
broken nature. 

Humility is the basis of a moral core. 

The Psalms spend so much time exalting God’s 
glory and majesty as a continual reminder to 
underscore our place in creation.  

The Psalms remind us that, “There is none like 
the Lord,” and “God is King above the earth.” The 
theological core of these passages underscores our 
moral littleness compared to God, so that we might 
offer proper worship. Once we properly appreciate 
God’s nature, we have no need for exalting 
ourselves and are more ready to follow the divine 
law. Perhaps, like being the best in your gymnastics 
class might make you less willing to listen to your 
instructor, but when you learn that she is Nadia 
Comaneci, you suddenly stand up straight. 
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Proper deference before God grows from a 
humble core but this call for humility extends 
beyond our view of the Lord. 

The parable in our text speaks to a real world 
example. Palestinian wedding feasts really would 
seat everyone according to social status and if a 
more important person came you would have to 
move. The Bible uses the wedding banquet as 
something more than an earthly meal. It is a 
metaphor for the eternal feast with God and with 
all the saints. To enjoin this feast properly is to 
come with an attitude of humility, reverence, and 
respect. Of course for the Lordly Host, but also for 
all the others present. 

This runs utterly and completely counter to how 
we elect presidents – and to how the world works 
in general. The article also notes that in forced-
choice studies, when respondents have to weigh 
one presidential characteristic over another, 
“strong leader” beats out “shares my values,” “has 
compassion,” and “cares about people like me.” It 
beats those traits every time. 

We are more interested in someone with 
strength than in someone with the wisdom and the 
character to use it well. In today’s world, Jesus’ 
strength would be seen as weakness and his values 
would be used against him. 

Much of today’s politics relies on appealing to 
our self-interest. This is the EXACT OPPOSITE of the 
gospel. Philippians declares, “Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not to your own interests, but to the interests 
of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus…” This approach would not only 
change politics but the entire planet. 

We cannot envision a presidential candidate 
differing to the strengths of another candidate, and 
still being elected. In this whole process we are 
encouraged to think more of our own needs than 
the servant mindset taught by Christ. 

Jesus said “those who humble themselves will 
be exalted and those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled.” A failure to be humble is a recipe for 
disaster. As Proverbs says, “Pride goes before 
destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” We can 
think of many political cases. Politicians filled with 
deprecating judgmental comments about their 
opponents only later to be caught in even more 
heinous, morally-corrupt actions. But God can even 
use the fall to lift us up. 

Think of Chuck Colson. Once called Nixon’s 
hatchet man, the Watergate scandal led him to 
prison. But after reading Mere Christianity by C.S. 
Lewis, he converted and devoted most of the rest 
of his life supporting transformational prison 
ministries, even donating millions of dollars to the 
cause. 

So humility; seeking the good of others before 
ourselves actually takes conscious effort, prayer, 
work. Humility is an interior virtue that manifests 
itself in actions like taking the lower seat at a 
banquet. We confess our sins every week to keep 
us humble. The Psalms not only remind us of God’s 
glory but also of our place in it, “That we are dust,” 
and “That I am but a worm.”  

But this is not about self-loathing. It is not for us 
to think that we are miserable wretches. Self- 
abasement is inappropriate because it denies the 
goodness of God; for God made you and thus you 
are of worth. One African American Baptist turned 
Reformed Minister had this to say, 

God measures you by His tape. And you fall 
short. But through Christ you meet the mark. 
Once you are blown away at how thoroughly 
and harmoniously loved, valued, and accepted 
you are by God in Christ, you can both critique 
and appreciate the circles you find yourself in 
without feeling like you are boosting or 
damaging your own self-worth in the process. 
Continually cling to who you are according to 
God. (Jemar Tisby) 

Our value and worth come from God’s love for 
us. Once you fully accept this, there is no longer any 
need to exalt yourself at the expense of others. 

Humility is about seeing ourselves as God sees 
us. All of us are broken and sinful and all of us 
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unique gifted and beautiful and worthy of 
redemption. 

A week ago Saturday was the funeral of our 
oldest member – Ruth Milan, ninety nine and half. 
Because she outlived most of her friends and she 
had no family, the funeral was lightly attended. One 
may wonder what imprint she left in this life. But 
those who knew, knew her whole life was 
committed to Christ-like service. 

Her influence was not in the public sphere. It 
was humble as the Lord demands. While in her 90’s 
she quietly and lovingly visited the ‘old folks’ at 
Presbyterian Home in Clinton and helped to found 
the Shepherd’s Center. Whether teaching school, 
volunteering with Mobile Meals or serving as Choir 
Librarian she was most alive when she was doing 
things for others. As Holt said in his homily, “Hers 
was not what we would call a high-profile life. In 
today’s culture that’s often seen as some kind of 
failure, but thankfully the Christian message is one 
of faithfulness over prominence. Ruth Milan was 
faithful.” And, as Jesus told us, the Lord who sees in 
secret rewards in secret. I wonder what rewards 
are being heaped upon her right now. 

So Ruth wouldn’t win any elections but neither 
would our Lord. Thankfully we do not choose our 
savior. Because he has already chosen us! Amen. 

 


