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Last week we began our exploration into the 
imitation of Christ. As daunting as it sounds, it still 
remains a very practical path to become a more 
faithful disciple. God made us whole people – body 
mind, and Spirit – and it takes all three to properly 
imitate Christ. We began with the “Mind,” 
specifically the charge from Philippians to “let the 
same mind be in us as in Christ Jesus”. We 
discovered our language shapes our thoughts and 
we can transform our mind to be more Christ-like 
through the words we use. This week, we will 
explore what it means to be like Christ in our 
bodies, that is, through our actions which Jesus 
called us to do. 

In fact, when he called Peter he said, “Come 
follow me.” This is an active call. It required 
dropping what they had and walking alongside 
Christ, much like newborn ducks follow their 
mother. 

I think this is like a toddler who follows her 
parents; she puts on the stethoscope her mother 
wears at work; he grabs the hammer his dad uses 
and, in rehearsing these actions, some of the rolls 
of the parents become inculcated into the child. 
Putting on that stethoscope helps the child enter 
into the world of her parents. A good parenting 
practice includes engaging your children in acts of 
service and mission and generosity from a very 
young age, because those actions can make it a part 
of who they are for a lifetime. 

Now, occasionally, when little Susie or Johnny 
says a word that no child should know and Mother 
scowls knowingly at Father, we realize there are no 
perfect people we should always emulate. But as 
humans we are going to follow, to imitate someone 
is woven into our DNA, so we might as well 
intentionally make it the Lord! 

Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners; he not 
only advocated for those who were poor and 
outcast but he spent time with them; he related to 
them as fellow human beings, not just people to 
lecture or give charity to. These tax collectors he 
spent time with, for the most part, really were 
miserable wretches. They were Ebenezer-like 
skinflints who would exact every penny they could. 

According to the New Interpreter’s Bible,  
The tax collectors are local, not the 
great magnates who farmed the taxes 
of whole provinces, the "publicani" of 
Rome, but the underlings who 
administered this onerous and wasteful 
system. The collection of taxes went to 
the highest bidder, who made his 
profit by exacting from the people as 
much more as possible over and above 
what he had paid for the privilege. 

As you can imagine, there was a special hatred 
cultivated for these men because they were fellow 
Jews who collaborated with their Roman 
oppressors! These are people whom it seemed 
deserved scorn and isolation and, yet, Jesus spent 
time with them. 

The second group in our text are the 
generically-labeled “sinners” (that cuts a rather 
wide swath, don't you think?). They are the ones 
who violated the laws of Moses. 

One story of Jesus relating to “sinners” comes 
from Luke 7. A religious authority sniped at him 
when he allowed a woman to wash his feet with her 
hair, “If this man were a prophet, he would know 
who is touching him and what kind of woman she 
is…a sinner!” 
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The New Interpreters Bible observes, 
Here the Pharisees are objecting to 
Jesus’ acts rather than to his words. It 
was in the act of eating with outsiders 
that he violated their code and the 
tradition of ceremonial cleanness. The 
Pharisees could stand a good deal of 
verbal teaching. There were lots of 
teachers. What angered them was the 
act which incarnated and dramatized 
the words of invitation and fellowship. 

Jesus spent his ministry traveling to places and 
people outside of polite society, in order to honor 
all God’s children. Think about the Samaritan 
woman at the well. Despite the social rules of his 
day, he is willing to speak with her. This simple 
willingness, in that culture, is in and of itself a sign 
of respect clearly beyond expectations. We can tell 
it catches the woman off guard when she says, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me a 
woman of Samaria?” 

Actions speak louder than words, we all know 
it’s true. It is easy to say we want to love everyone, 
but it is our actions that let other people know if we 
truly mean it. Jesus said, “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.” (Luke 6:31) Do! is 
an active command that requires us to literally, 
physically get out of our comfort zone. If we were a 
social outcast wouldn't we desperately yearn for 
dignity, for simple conversation with a fellow 
human. 

Who are you spending time with? Are we 
spending it like Jesus did – with people on the 
margins of society? 

The hard question each of us, including me, 
must ask ourselves is how far do we fail in this 
regard and can we do better. We can be more like 
Christ. 

But it was for this, as much as anything, that he 
was rejected.  

It is people like that Pharisee, the armchair 
critics, who stand aloof while demeaning others 
that Psalm 1 refers to. “Happy are those who do not 
sit in the seat of scoffers!” This is the first Psalm for 
a reason.  

Psalm 1 pictures them as people sitting because 
they are passive judges who analyze other’s 
actions; the critics of our day are the same – they 
sit behind a camera, a radio microphone, or 
computer keyboard spending all their time spewing 
hatred, talking about other’s actions! Jesus called 
us to be active and to go into the places to connect 
us to one another. These scoffers irritated, 
annoyed, and infuriated Jesus almost more than 
anything else and they are the reason that he was 
killed. 

Walking in Jesus’ shoes is dangerous business.  

I remember as a four-year-old, when we lived in 
New York, I wanted to literally walk in my older 
brother’s shoes. My mother caved into my nagging 
request and, as we were walking down Broadway, I 
saw a building I wanted to go into (Why? I will never 
remember!). We were crossing over a metal grate 
(the type that vents to and from the Subway) and 
as I yanked on her arm, my feet slipped out of my 
three-sizes-too-big shoes, I cracked my head on the 
metal grate and I got my wish. It turns out that 
building was a hospital and they sewed up my 
forehead, as blood was gushing out! I still have the 
scar. 

It is dangerous to walk in Jesus’ footsteps 
because it took him before the Sanhedrin, in front 
of blood-thirsty crowds. This past week I spoke with 
whites who are being criticized by other whites for 
reaching out to the black community and blacks, 
who are also working for peace across race, that are 
being accused of being Uncle Toms. 

So yes, it is dangerous to walk in Jesus’ shoes 
because his mind, body, and spirit are so filled with 
righteousness and love, that he will not sway for 
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expediency and he is so filled with courage that he 
will never back down for self-preservation. 

Nevertheless, it is only in his steps that we find 
our true meaning and purpose. 

Despite the risk we incur by walking in his 
footsteps, it is not only the right thing to do, it is not 
only demanded of us by our Lord, but it is ultimately 
the only path that makes any sense! 

Martin Luther King Jr said, 
Love is creative and redemptive. Love 
builds up and unites; hate tears down 
and destroys. The aftermath of the 
‘fight with fire’ method...is bitterness 
and chaos, the aftermath of the love 
method is reconciliation and creation of 
the beloved community... Yes, love – 
which means understanding, creative, 
redemptive goodwill, even for one’s 
enemies – is the solution. 

Martin Luther King Jr. called it the beloved 
community. Jesus called it the Kingdom of Heaven 
and, by this, he meant the Shalom of all people. 
When Jesus spent time with sinners and tax 
collectors, they discovered his tremendous 
capacity for compassion, forgiveness, and respect 
through his willingness to relate to them. He did 
this out of love. But he also did it knowing that 
God’s intention for all of us, all of us, is to 
experience the harmony of brotherhood and 
sisterhood, growing closer to each other as we 
grow closer to God. Each person Jesus met, each 
one we meet, especially those unlike ourselves, are 
a chance to know the richness of our God, who 
created everyone uniquely in the image of the 
divine.  

To walk in Jesus’ footsteps is to work for the 
reconciliation of all people to one another and to 
God. 

One of the temptations of the modern world is 
to believe that with so many advances in 
healthcare, abundant delicious foods, and fancy 
clothes, it is our modern inventions that make us 
content – that we have entered into an age in which 
the products of society can make for a better life 
than was ever before possible. 

But the best things in life have been available to 
every age and every people – and Jesus’ actions 
show us how. Perhaps it is best summed up by the 
12th century pen of Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 
“O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, love thee more 
dearly and follow thee more nearly, day by day.” 

Know, love, follow. Mind, heart, body. Love God 
with all we have. Love others like God does with 
everything that we are. Amen. 

 


