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THE PURPOSE OF WEALTH … TO LOVE GOD 
2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Deuteronomy 8:18 
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As a preacher, one of the biggest challenges we 
face each year is Stewardship Season. Trying to find 
a way to speak about giving, in an age when people 
are assaulted with solicitations, is like entering a 
wrestling ring for a match over your wallet. 

The challengers are: 
rampant consumerism,  
dozens of laudable non-profits,  
the fear of not being able to age in place, 
and the desire to give our children every 

advantage possible… 
…Not to mention, after decades of hard work 

and frugal living, 
the hope of a retirement 
filled with flexibility and freedom. 
It all makes sense to me! 

So, the good news for you this season is I am not 
going to tell you how much to give or ask for a tithe 
– although, that might be much easier – because 
we are going to leave it up to God. And this month 
we will find that God does not just want ten 
percent…God wants it all! When it comes to 
money, the Bible has more to say than just about 
any other topic.  

We will find that God’s intentions for our 
finances are far more profound than we could ever 
have guessed. Much more than a mundane source 
to put a roof over our head, food on the table, and 
to help others, God intends for your money to be a 
leverage point to fulfill the greatest commands of 
the Bible. 

If we have the courage,  
to look deep into our finances 
and our hearts, 
and subject them to the Word of God, 
they will become a vehicle for you, 
 …to love God, 
  …to love your neighbor as yourself, and 
   …to truly entrust your life to God. 

Each week we will explore one of these aspects. 
Today we begin with Jesus’ foremost purpose for 
our finances: to love God with everything we have 
in order to fulfill God’s plan. 

As a child I found the reality that some, like 
myself, are born into plenty and others are born 
into deep and debilitating poverty extremely 
troublesome. I could not understand why an 
infinitely powerful and loving God could not do a 
better job at creating a better world in which 
everyone has enough.  

I remember refusing to eat my Brussel sprouts, I 
think I was five years old at the time. I always hated 
Brussel sprouts. So my mother proceeded to tell me 
yet another story about our time in Brazil, when 
they were missionaries in the 60’s: 

It began with a noise outside our window.  
We were around the dinner table  
when a loud, crashing clatter  
interrupted the meal.  
My father was away evangelizing on his horse, 

Habakkukie,  
so mom went to investigate.  
It was a child from a few doors down,  
rifling through our garbage cans, 
looking for something to eat.  
To this day, I cannot get that image out of my 

mind. 

But you and I know that we don’t have to go to 
Brazil or Haiti to find hunger and deep need. And I 
realize, now, that God did make a better world and 
God has a plan… 

But it is up to me,  
and it’s up to you  
and it’s up to everyone  
to make it work… 
to make it work…for everyone. 
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God has a purpose in mind for wealth and 
Deuteronomy tells it plainly,  

Remember the Lord your God, for it is he 
who gives you power to get wealth, so that 
he may confirm his covenant that he swore 
to your ancestors. (Deuteronomy 8:18) 

First, this verse disabuses us of the myth of the 
self-made man. God gives the power to obtain 
wealth. Genesis tells us that Abraham was,  

“very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.”  
You see, 
God made a covenant with Abraham,  
a promise  
that his descendants would be as numerous as 

the stars,  
that they would inhabit a land flowing with 

milk and honey,  
and that through them all the descendants of 

the earth would be blessed. 
(What he didn’t tell him was that it would take 

centuries to get there!)  

This means God placed Abraham in a place of 
power so that he and his family would be 
positioned to grow and prosper while becoming the 
people of Israel over the course of time. While 
Abraham by no means had a perfect track record, 
he proved most worthy of this power of wealth, for 
he never used God’s plan as an excuse to hoard. 

One day, while Abraham was sitting outside his 
tent, in a nice shady spot I imagine, he saw three 
strangers passing by. The Bible tells us he ran to 
meet them, so they must have been some distance 
away. Abraham falls at their feet while saying, “My 
lords, if I find favor with you let me serve you.” He 
proceeds to mobilize the servants, enlisting Sarah 
to get everyone working hard, in order to take the 
very best from his larder and cupboard and serve 
them a grand feast. 

We should not fail to be stunned by his actions. 
Imagine three strangers pass by on your street as 
you are sipping tea on your porch. You leap to your 
feet, run across the street, and not only greet them, 
but treat them as honored guests! 

I am not sure about you, but I think if I had such 
a gargantuan responsibility as being the father of 
nations, I might be more careful with my money. 
Perhaps help strangers, but not give them the most 
expensive meal I could muster!  

However, in a way only as devious and 
mischievous as the divine mind could muster, it is 
precisely Abraham’s generosity that continues 
God’s salvation history. For in the midst of 
Abraham’s extreme kindness, these strangers 
reveal their true identity and declare, “In due time 
your wife Sarah will have a son!” It is this son that 
was needed for Abraham to have the descendants 
he was promised! Which, of course, eventually led 
to the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, our Savior and 
Lord! 

This means it was not Abraham protecting his 
wealth that furthered God’s plan, but the opposite! 
And it is Paul who explains why. 

In his second letter to the Corinthian Christian 
community Paul wrote, “those who sow sparingly 
will reap sparingly, and those who sow generously 
will reap generously.” In Abraham’s case, the yield 
was as generous as the harvest of humanity’s soul. 
God fashioned this world in such a way that acts of 
selfless generosity providentially beget something 
even more wonderful than the giver ever intended. 

Abraham did not have a voice inside of his head 
telling him what to do, how much to give. In every 
instance he had to look inside of himself and be 
willing to listen to his heart, to lead him to do the 
right thing – to be as generous with his wealth as 
the God who gave it to him. 

The Apostle Paul knew the importance of this 
principle. So he wrote, “Each of you must give as 
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion.” 

Paul explains why.  
He brings it all home. 
Because if we can give from our heart,  
generously, and without counting the cost, 
we can do something beyond our imagining!  
We can delight God… 
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for God loves a cheerful giver. 
Imagine, delighting God! 

But before we can delight God in this way, we 
must be willing to face the truth of our world. There 
are so many who lack so much, and it grieves God. 
To this day, I wonder what happened to the child 
rifling through our garbage cans. As much as I want 
to blame it on God, I know now that God has put it 
in my hands and yours. And I also know that God 
has given us a much more profound task than 
feeding someone for a day. Poverty is something 
that not only leaves hunger pangs in your stomach, 
it leaves a question a nagging one in the soul, “Does 
God not love me? Am I not worth it?  Does God not 
care?” God’s plan is for everyone to know his love 
and his blessings. 

This is why it would be much easier to have 
someone tell us what to give – to have the Apostle 
Paul or Saint Peter give us an amount, a percentage 
– because then we could be done with it and move 
on with our life. But, instead, we have a profound 
and wonderful task. A task that, if we find that right 
place in our heart, will become the greatest joy of 
your life. To be like Abraham, the vessel through 
which God blesses others through which, in 
receiving the gifts of food and shelter, they also 
come to know the love of God. 

The kind of giving to which God calls us is not to 
an obligation or a duty, as important as they are, it 
is to a blessed calling; a sacred mission; a mission to 
heal the world; to bring the joy of Jesus Christ and 
the abundance of his love. Your giving and my 
giving can help do that. Paul is telling us not to give 
out of compulsion, but out of love – love for God; 
love for God’s plan. God’s plan to bless the whole 
world. 

Instead of a fixed amount, God asks you to look 
deep into your heart and challenges you to be as 
cheerfully, joyously reckless with everything that 
you have, as Lord Jesus was himself. And we know 
that when we do... God loves it 

Amen. 


