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Prayer should be the key of the day and the lock of 
the night. 

George Herbert (a 17th century English poet priest)  

The greatest single blessing that God has given 
to each of us is the gift of life. George Herbert’s 
advice is a daily act of stewardship to care for this 
precious gift through prayer. In the morning, prayer 
is the key that unlocks the wonders that God has in 
store for us. It makes us more receptive to see 
those blessings and more prepared for the 
challenges. In the evening, prayer becomes a time 
for reflection. It is the key that locks into our hearts 
and souls with all the blessings we have received. It 
cleanses out all the ill we wrought that day. The 
Lord’s Prayer could easily be used for morning and 
night. But take your time. Don't race through it as if 
you’re hurrying off to something better.  

For prayer is nothing else than being on terms of 
friendship with God. 

Saint Teresa of Avila 

Spend time with your friend, quiet and alone, as 
Jesus suggested. Let those Lord’s Prayer phrases 
that run past you sink in. This morning, you and I 
will spend some time on the seemingly innocuous 
phrase, Thy will be done. 

It is so easy for us to think we want God’s will 
for our lives. But don't be so sure. At least Voltaire, 
the French cynic philosopher, was honest. 

I have never made but one prayer to God, a very 
short one: O Lord make my enemies ridiculous. 
And God granted it. 

Even Jesus spent some time in the Garden 
trying to find another way. This is the Thy Will for 
my life, not My Will aspect of this phrase. If I were 
honest, without the Lord’s Prayer keeping me on 
track, a typical Wednesday morning prayer might 
be: 

Lord, let the meetings be short, the money flow 
in, and the sermon write itself… Oh, and may an 
extra slice of Jane’s lemon pound cake with 
frosting find its way on my plate. Amen. 

A prayer for the weekend would not be any 
better:  

Lord, may the Tigers claw and the Tide trounce 
their opponents. Please don’t let the weather 
wreck my golf game. But if the earth really 
needs rain give me a Bill-Murray-in-
Caddyshack-like round that I can remember 
forever! Amen. 

Our instinctual prayer is about what we hope to 
accomplish that day, without a lot of drama. In this 
case, praying Thy Will be done is perhaps best 
summed up by Robert Frost’s prayer, 

Forgive me my nonsense as I also forgive the 
nonsense of those who think they talk sense.  

God has a profound life for you. But all too often 
we reach way too low on the ladder. Sometimes we 
try to climb the wrong one entirely, settling for the 
routine and the mundane. But, because God has a 
grander plan for your life and for mine, the day may 
not unfold so easily. 

To pray Thy Will Be Done is an act of courage 
that hands over the reins of your life to God – your 
career, your health, your relationships, and your 
money. In this case, paying the tithe that God wills, 
rather than the one you choose, becomes 
something more than supporting the ministries of 
the church. It serves as an act of sheer surrender to 
God’s lordship for your life. 

Thus, you should pray this phrase with one eye 
open – to be ready to duck at what God might 
throw at you. If you have the courage to pray Thy 
Will be Done, you may find that your life takes a 
very different turn. It’s what New York Times 
columnist David Brooks calls “eulogy virtues” 
rather than “resume virtues”. He writes,  
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The résumé virtues are the skills you bring to 
the marketplace. The eulogy virtues are the 
ones that are talked about at your funeral — 
whether you were kind, brave, honest or 
faithful. Were you capable of deep love? 

David Brooks found, in his own life, he had 
achieved a moderate level of success, but not the 
inner light he saw in some. Those with this light had 
not had endless success and ease. They 
experienced moments of pain and suffering. Those 
with that inner light built character, not through 
competition with others, but by working on their 
own weaknesses. He writes,  

Eisenhower realized early on that his core sin 
was his temper…He did silly things to tame his 
anger. He took the names of the people he 
hated, wrote them down on slips of paper and 
tore them up and threw them in the garbage. 
Over a lifetime of self-confrontation, he 
developed a mature temperament. 

To pray Thy Will be done may mean a day in 
which God throws at you challenge after challenge, 
so you can become that person of inner strength, 
joy, and love that God intends. 

You may need to begin with the “fake it until 
you make it” phase. At first, you may not have 
much enthusiasm for the type of day God has in 
mind for you. To borrow from the hymnal, rather 
than the Sweet Hour of Prayer, your day may feel 
more like My Spirit Sinks Within Me Lord. But if you 
keep praying it daily, eventually it won’t be through 
clenched teeth but with the deepest sincerity of the 
heart. 

As rich and meaningful as this prayer journey is, 
one needs to be able to surrender to God’s will. The 
phrase Thy Will Be Done has another aspect entirely 
that is not about you. 

Jesus had something different in mind with Thy 
Will Be Done. The purpose was to take the focus off 
ourselves. It invites us to see life in broader terms, 
to begin to consider God’s will for the world, and 
how we might be a part of it. This concept takes the 
prayer out of the personal prosperity realm into the 
realm of true desire for God’s will, not our will. 

It is a willingness to say, “If my prosperity 
conflicts with Your needs for the world God, so be 
it!” It serves as an admission to God’s thoughts in 
Isaiah: “For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.” In praying Thy 
Will be Done, we become freed from trying to 
analyze and assess what everything means for our 
lives. Much of what happens in this world is beyond 
our realm of understanding and is not about you or 
me at all.  

In this way, stewardship of money becomes 
something multi-layered. On the first layer, we give 
to feed the hungry, to support the music. On the 
next, we give so God can shape our lives as the Lord 
sees fit. But there is still yet another layer. “Thy 
Will, O God; Use it as thy will” – whether it has 
anything to do with my thoughts whatsoever. 

At this point, the tithe is not so much something 
to support the church. It is not a quid pro quo 
arrangement in which you are saying, “Here God do 
some good with this money. You don’t say the 
music I like is what I want to support.” Instead, it is 
the tithe of abandonment of self will to God’s will. 
This is the prayer of stewardship of the whole self. 
It is an act of handing all that you are as an 
instrument of the divine will. It is not for our own 
development for our ultimate good, but for God to 
do with it as God wills. 

Many of you, I am sure, build budgets. You take 
your debts, your bills, your food, and housing costs 
then you add it up and see what is left for the tithe. 
This is not a surrendering of your will and your 
ways. This is the prayer of Thy will be done in so far 
as it does not interfere with my will. 

The function of prayer is not to influence God, but 
rather to change the nature of the one who prays. 

Søren Kierkegaard 

Just as the professor must read and think, the 
athlete run and stretch, the musician play scales, so 
must the Christian tithe as a central part of 
surrender of the will towards God. This is the right-
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off-the-top money, the first fruits we give to God 
before we spend anything on our own needs. 
Prayer and tithing go hand-in-hand with training 
your heart, your mind, your soul, your wallet to 
seek first the will of God. 

With that in mind, we really can pray Thy Will 
be Done, even in the hardest of times. Jesus prayed 
it in the face of the cross: “Thy will be done. Thy will 
be done. Thy will be done.” It becomes a mantra 
that can give us strength when nothing else will. It 
can remind us God is in control. Recently Reverend 
Penny Hill, a colleague of mine from Greater 
Atlanta Presbytery, died from cancer. When I read 
the notice from her husband, I was knocked flat by 
his thoughts. It is an amazing testament to 
someone with the strength to pray, Thy Will be 
done, even in cancer, even with cancer. 

On Penny's blog yesterday, her husband, 
Richard, wrote, 

Many ... say people 'lose their battle with 
cancer.' But I'm not sure ... that dying is losing 
the battle. Penny has fought hard and stayed up 
for the sake of her friends and her family. She 
has always felt called to inspire others to love. 
And as long as she is doing that ... she is not 
losing the battle with cancer. 

That is a eulogy virtue if I ever saw one. 

Lord, I pray that you will give me the strength to 
pray, Thy Will be Done, always. Amen.  

 


