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YOU DRIVE! 
Matthew 6:25-33 

October 18, 2015 
Dr. Thomas E. Evans 

I know many of you listened closely to Kirk 
Neely’s sermon on tithing last week, and in that 
spirit I want to know: Have you seen that clever 
bumper sticker? “Tithe if you love Jesus. Any fool 
can honk.” 

Worrying seems to be the one modern pastime 
we all participate in. One survey found the 
average adult spends about 2 hours a day 
worrying about money, growing old, job security, 
and relationships. That’s five years of your life! 

The average adult experiences six nights every 
month where their sleep is disturbed... And one in 
four feel they have a major worry they aren’t 
dealing with... while a third of people in 
relationships have a big worry they’ve kept secret 
from their partner – and these were most likely to 
be about finance problems. 

(www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2269291/How-waste-years-
lives-worrying-issues-money-relationships) 

According to WebMD worry can have extreme 
deleterious effects on our health: 

• Suppression of the immune system 
• Digestive disorders (Zantac anyone?) 
• Muscle tension 
• Short-term memory loss 
• Premature coronary artery disease 
• Heart attack 

Jesus’ response to worry and anxiety is “Don't 
do it”! Immediately after his warning “You cannot 
serve God and wealth”, he puts us at ease, “Do 
not worry about your life.” As if to say, “I’ve got 
you. Relax.” Of course we know this is easier said 
than done. Jesus is charting out a life for us which 
keeps things in perspective and, according to 
WebMD, this is critical. It is not the stress that 
damages us but how we respond to it. 

And yet Jesus’ instructions for how to deal with 
stressful situations like beggars on the street (by 

the way, it was fascinating to see in Portland the 
beggars sipping Starbucks), lawsuits, and personal 
violence seem designed to create more stress. 

…How do we respond to panhandlers? “Give to 
everyone who begs from you.” 

…What to do about Violence? “Turn the other 
cheek?” Presumably so they can smack you 
on the other. 

…What do you do if you face a lawsuit? “If 
anyone sues you for your cloak, give them 
your coat as well.” 

How could this possibly lead to a life free from 
worry and anxiety!! Jesus has given us the perfect 
recipe for the world to run right over us (and if the 
first time does not finish us off, we are apparently 
to invite them to back up and do it again!) 

And yet, if you think about it, anyone who could 
have the personal courage to follow these 
commands is someone who has been freed from 
all those things we worry so much about. By 
refusing to play by the normal rules of society, 
such as protection of property, money, and 
personal safety, Jesus is suggesting there is 
something else we should value even more. Jesus 
tells us how to free ourselves from all this anxiety. 

The Kingdom of God. Seek the Kingdom of God.  

And in God’s Kingdom the Lord does the 
driving. 

It’s hard letting someone else drive. At least it is 
for me. Whenever Wendy is behind the wheel I 
force myself not to say everything I am thinking 
like, “Turn here, it’s faster. Get in the left lane 
now! If you go through town you can save five 
seconds!” Try as I might, I simply cannot stop 
myself and inevitably I blurt out at least one or 
two suggestions. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2269291/How-waste-years-lives-worrying-issues-money-relationships
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To seek the kingdom of God first is to hand the 
car keys to God, without constantly shouting out 
directions. 

Jesus wants us to put first things first. He is 
teaching us that the main thing is to keep the main 
thing the main thing. And the main thing is to seek 
the Kingdom of God. 

If you can do that, all the rest that we worry 
about will line itself up. But we so want to hedge 
our bets with God. 

On old story goes, 
As the storm raged, the captain realized his 

ship was sinking fast. He called out, 
“Anyone here know how to pray?” 

A pastor stepped forward. “Captain, I know 
how to pray.” 

“Good,” said the captain, “you pray while the 
rest of us put on our life jackets – we’re 
one short.” 

Your pledge is an act of handing over your life 
jacket to God. To seek God’s kingdom first, above 
all else, begins by placing God first in your life, 
including your finances. 

To seek the kingdom of God first. But it is 
something more. Your pledge is a spiritual act that 
takes hold of your worry, your security, and your 
back-up plan and gives it to God. It’s like handing 
over the car keys to God. And if you can truly trust 
God to do the driving, the hardships that life puts 
our way will be put into perspective. 

This is not a magic path to an easy life. After all, 
Jesus acknowledges that the sparrow will fall to 
the ground. It is two-fold process of gaining 
security in God. First, those things which are truly 
trivial, that we become overly concerned about, 
will melt away.  

Second, those things which are important 
become of secondary importance. As you taste the 
bread of heaven you find it more satisfying than 
any earthly bread. As you walk Jesus’ radical path 
of selflessness He becomes your peace, your 
security, your hope, your life so, you no longer 

need to grasp for earthly treasures – they don't 
compare.  

When you have the grandest vision possible, 
the Kingdom of God, our earthly pursuits shrink in 
significance. And somehow, which is beyond our 
understanding, the shocking fact is the Kingdom of 
God is to be found right here. Right now! Jesus 
tells us where. It is not to be found in your career, 
your house, in your clothes, or in your toys. Jesus 
teaches it is in the hearts of the hungry, the poor, 
and the oppressed. It is found in children. It is 
found in radical self-giving to those who struggle 
the most in this world, whomever they are.  

We need you to increase your pledge so that 
we can realize the kingdom for more of God’s 
hungry and needy children. 

If this earthly life does not work out how we 
hoped (after all none of the disciples lives 
happened according to their plans), it won’t mean 
failure or defeat, for we know God has a grander 
destiny for us and those we love. Jesus’ life 
definitively proves this fact. 

We love the Kirkin’ because it reminds us of the 
pageantry of triumph. Like the banners and flags 
waving at a football game as the team enters the 
stadium. Thrilling!  

Though these Tartans might be considered 
battle flags, it was never triumph on that field that 
the Scots won. They have a history of lost battles 
and failed revolutions. The movie Braveheart, 
about Scotsman William Wallace, despite the 
theatrics, is about a failed military campaign.  

But there was a victory. 

A victory that goes deeper than captured 
earthly territory. 

It is the same victory that a carpenter won, 
though He had no army, though His followers 
scattered, though He was shamed and mocked in 
death, He had the most lasting victory in the 
history of the world. It was a victory that changed 
the hearts of men and women. It was a victory 
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that charted a path for you and I to march into the 
heavenly kingdom without fear. 

It is a victory not of trust in my own power to 
reap and to sow; to divide and conquer; but a 
victory of trust in that carpenter; a victory which 
enables us to let go of our fear to let go of our life, 
if necessary. 

Your pledge is your token of trust; your sign of 
fealty; your act of service; your moment to let go. 
Seek first the kingdom of God. The kingdom of 
others before self, the kingdom of life over death 
the kingdom of love over hate, the kingdom of 
God’s control over your control; the kingdom of 
faith, the kingdom of hope, the kingdom of love. 
The love that conquered death. The love that set 
us free. 


