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500 YEARS OF REFORMATION: SOLUS CHRISTUS 
Acts 4:12 
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A sinner is justified by grace alone (sola gratia) 
through faith alone (sola fide) 

for the sake of Christ alone (solus Christus), a truth 
revealed to us in Scripture alone (sola Scriptura). 

In the midst of our month-long celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, on this 
Kirkin’ Sunday we would do well to turn to John 
Knox. He grew up in an age when the church of 
Scotland owned more than half the real estate and 
“gathered an annual income 18 times that of the 
crown.”* Many of the bishops lived immoral lives 
and priests were political appointees, who often 
did nothing more than collect an income. In fact, 
the archbishop of St Andrews sired 10 children 
through multiple concubines. 

*(http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/de
nominationalfounders/john-knox.html) 

Against this corruption and violence of the 
church, ever the fiery preacher, Knox encouraged 
the people to rebel, telling them it was their duty. 
And he boldly stood by them with such vigor that 
one man standing before his grave said, "Here lies 
a man who neither flattered nor feared any flesh."  

Knox had such courage because he knew his 
eternal fate was not in the hands of the church, but 
solely and squarely in the hands of Christ. Solus 
Christus teaches us that Christ is the sole mediator 
between us and God; there is no middle man on 
earth we have to go through. 

The Biblical warrant for this is found in 
Hebrews, “You are a royal priesthood.” Every 
believer can lay claim to this because as Acts 
teaches us, the “Spirit has been poured out on all 
flesh.” This doctrine demonstrates that in the 
worldwide family of the church, there is no 
preferred denomination. All have equal access 
which comes through Christ. 

However, Solus Christus, by Christ Alone, is not 
only about access to God. To see how Christ is the 
key behind all things, we turn to Acts and the time 
of the early church. 

After the resurrection, when Peter had received 
forgiveness from Christ for abandoning him, 
suddenly Peter turns the corner. He goes from 
being shifting sand to the solid rock upon which 
Christ founds his church. In the course of a few 
days, he healed a man and converted scores to 
Christ, which led to a profound sharing, so 
powerful, that Acts tells us that all who believed 
were of one heart, that everything was held in 
common…and there was not a needy person 
among them! This all happened solely through the 
power of Christ. 

In our passage this morning, he speaks with 
bold courage to the authorities who had taken 
Jesus’ life and could just as well take his. The chief 
priests had Peter taken prisoner and brought him 
and John before the high council and demanded to 
know by what authority and power they did this 
healing. “Let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before 
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth.” 

In other words, it was done “By Christ alone.”  

Fearing that this would spread, they threatened 
Peter and John in attempt to silence them. Without 
flinching, Peter declares, “Whether it is right in 
God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you 
must judge; for we cannot keep from speaking 
about what we have seen and heard.” 

In other words, we must answer to Christ Alone. 

Peter is underscoring that it is by God’s authority 
that we speak not chosen representatives here on 
earth. Martin Luther took a similar stand when he 
was called before Emperor Charles V to recant his 
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beliefs. Whether he uttered the following famous 
words or not is up for debate but certainly they 
contain the essence of his message. It was reported 
that after spending considerable time defending his 
works point-by-point he concluded by saying, “Here 
I stand; I can do no other. God help me.”  

It is the position of Martin Luther that grew into 
our current understanding that our moral selves do 
not stand or fall based on the earthly authorities we 
answer to, but to Christ alone. 

Peter’s bold stance was built upon a deep grasp 
of the nature of faith in Christ. But their actions 
before the Council were not a result of pre-planned 
political actions; they came because of an act of 
love. 

Before they were arrested, Peter and John were 
going to the temple to pray. As they were passing 
through the gate, a man lame from birth asked 
them for alms. Now, it is likely most every one of us 
have had a similar encounter. Think about your last 
time. Think about how anxious you were. Think 
about all the excuses your recited in your head. As 
you were passing by that man or woman, were your 
thoughts about them and their needs or about you 
and your anxiety? 

Peter and John were not people of means. He 
turned to the man and says look at us! As if to say, 
your begging from us? See how we are dressed; we 
are hardly in a position to offer you alms. And then 
he proceeds to say, what are for me, some of the 
most powerful words in all of scripture. Whenever 
I recite them, I feel a power flow through me that 
resonates beyond the simple words. “Silver and 
gold have I none, but in the name of Jesus Christ 
stand up and walk!”  

When I hear these words, I think I can feel what 
that man felt on that day. But it is beyond imagining 
what he felt when, for the first time in his life, he 
stood on his own two feet. 

Peter had no gold; he had no silver. He had 
Solus Christus, Christ alone and it was more than 
enough to give the man more than he dared to 
hope for. 

There are so many things we want in this world. 
Food. Shelter. Financial security. Health Care. Safe 
homes. These are important, but Peter knew 
something. He knew we may want one thing in life, 
but Christ alone gives us more than we could ever 
receive in all the silver and gold in the world.  

He gives us himself. 

After seeing that man stand, wait, not just stand 
but he saw him, walk, and leap and praise God. 
(Picture it! Can you see it?) After seeing this, after 
feeling the power of God flow through his heart and 
soul, Peter would have been able to stand up 
before those in power and, without flinching, claim 
that, with Christ, he has no fear. 

The things of this world are as nothing and the 
powers of this world are like flies compared to the 
power and love of God in Jesus Christ. 

In Peter’s words, I feel the certainty of the 
absolute destined power of Jesus to heal ALL ills; to 
redeem ALL creation, to reconcile ALL humanity; to 
tear the curtain that divides God and humanity. In 
Christ alone we come as one; and before Christ 
together we kneel in homage to our Savior, our 
Master, our Friend, our Comforter, and our Lord. 

Whenever you feel fear, whatever trepidation 
strikes you this coming week; when you are so low 
and you can’t go any lower; when you face the 
worries of this world and they have knocked you off 
your feet, when you are feeling lame in your heart, 
lame in your soul . . . hear those words of Peter as 
if they are spoken to you, “Silver and gold have I 
none but in the name of Jesus Christ, stand up and 
walk!” Stand up and praise God! Leap for the Lord 
with the joy who comes to know that Christ alone 
gives you all that you need! 

Jesus is our all in all through which our life and 
all life came into being and the destiny for which we 
are headed. The Bible begins with Jesus, when God 
said, “Let there be light.” Jesus was that word. The 
Bible ends with Jesus, when in Revelation 
scripture’s very last words declare, “The grace of 
the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.” And 
Amen.  


