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Symbols have deep power to connect us to 
seminal events and beloved people in our lives. I 
have a few objects on my desk that have no intrinsic 
value but mean a tremendous amount to me.  

There is the small, carved, yellow bus filled with 
children from Haiti that takes me back there; to the 
beautiful songs they sing each day before school. 

There is a rock which is the fusion of two 
different types of stone. It was given to me by my 
dear friend Miguel in Cuba. It was his gift to me and, 
whenever I see it, it brings to mind his sharp 
intellect, great conversation, and loving, welcoming 
spirit. These are treasures that will tie me to those 
places and people for the rest of my life. 

Throughout history, the church has used 
symbols to nurture our connection to the saints 
who have gone before us. Dozens of women in this 
congregation have spent a phenomenal amount of 
time to bless us with needlepoints displaying these 
symbols. For example, Peter is represented by an 
upside-down cross and keys. Tradition tells us he 
was crucified upside down because he did not feel 
worthy of dying in the same manner as our Lord. 
The keys of course represent the Keys of the 
Kingdom and his place at the pearly gates. 

But these needlepoints are now layered 
symbols. They not only portray the saints of long 
past, but our current servants who spent so many 
hours to bless us with these gifts. The cushion that 
I sit on every week, just the one, has over 54,000 
stiches and took over 400 hours! Their devotion to 
excellence in every small stich will bless this 
congregation for at least 150 years because of the 
quality of craftsmanship and the materials. 

Without understanding the effort and the heart 
of all these artists, we would fail to grasp the deep 
beauty of God’s tapestry that makes First 
Presbyterian Church such an amazing and sacred 

place. Be sure to look at their names in the bulletin 
and give thanks. 

Today I want to talk about the symbol of the red 
egg. For eons, many pagan religions used the egg as 
a symbol of the earth’s rebirth at springtime 
(https://www.monasteryicons.com/product/story-of-the-
first-easter-egg/did-you-know). But legend has it that 
Mary Magdalene presented the first “Easter Egg.” 
And I want to suggest perhaps now is the time to 
consider a needlepoint patterned after this great 
Saint of the Church. 

However, before we turn to the legend let me 
make my case. Mary Magdalene, like many great 
people of the faith, has been sidelined and other 
times silenced. I hope by the end of this sermon 
perhaps you will consider her an equal to the 12 
disciples and as deserving as they to adorn our 
Sanctuary. 

First, we must realize because the Bible was 
written during an era of extreme male dominance, 
the role of women was always minimized or even 
grossly distorted. Verses from the Pauline literature 
like, “Women should keep silent in church” or “I do 
not permit a woman to teach or to assume 
authority over a man; she must be quiet” 
contributed to the problem. 

Over the course of time there seemed to be a 
tacit assumption that women played a lesser role in 
the early church and even in Jesus’ ministry, but 
now I am not so sure. 

We know the authors of the Bible were men, 
embedded in the worldview of the age, but even so 
Mary Magdalene’s critical role breaks through in 
the pages of Scripture. 

It is true Jesus’ disciples were 12 men. But even 
the writing of this list and the extensive recording 
of those encounters, as opposed to his 
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conversations with women, disclose cultural bias in 
the authors.  

As the texts tell the life of Jesus, without even 
realizing it, they cannot help but disclose 
something about Jesus’ discipling of women as well 
as men. 

…There were also women looking on from a 
distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 
These used to follow him and provided for 
him when he was in Galilee; and there 
were many other women who had come up 
with him to Jerusalem.  (Mark 15:40-41) 

or 
… The twelve were with him, as well as some 
women who had been cured of evil spirits 
and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, 
from whom seven demons had gone out, 
and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward 
Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who 
provided for them out of their resources. 
 (Luke 8:1-3) 

These two texts teach us several things.  

First, Jesus traveled with women as well as men 
and was teaching both groups together at times. 
Women were not only relegated to household 
duties and random encounters with Jesus. The 
texts tell us there were many women and named 
several to indicate their prominence. Not only were 
they with Jesus in his teaching ministry they were 
the ones who endured when things became 
dangerous. Whereas the men scattered at the 
crucifixion, the women remained.  

Mary Magdalene was one of them. 

Secondly, the church depended upon the 
women financially! At a time in history when men 
controlled even more of the wealth than they do 
today, it was women who gave the financial backing 
to Jesus’ enterprise!  

In fact, in the whole New Testament, against 
multiple examples of women there may be only 

one example of a man financially supporting the 
early church! The early church clearly heavily 
depended upon the financial generosity of women. 

And Mary Magdalene was among them. 

But there is another text that shows us 
something more. Upon his Resurrection, Jesus gave 
the privilege of his first appearance not to Peter or 
John but to Mary Magdalene and he gave her a 
task, 

…Go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.” Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I 
have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 

This means, upon Jesus’ command, Mary taught 
men about the Resurrection. She wasn’t keeping 
silent! 

In this case Mary wasn’t just one of them. She 
was pre-eminent among them! 

She was an apostle to the apostles!  

As we can see, Jesus taught and traveled with 
Mary, along with other women. She, and others, 
served the unique role as financiers and, most 
importantly, she was the singular, first witness to 
the resurrection! 

Not too long after the end of the apostolic era, 
the fame and prominence of Mary Magdalene grew 
in various literature. In writings dating to the 
second and third century, such as the Dialogue of 
the Savior, Sophia of Jesus Christ, Gospel of Phillip, 
Pistis Mary, and the Gospel of Mary, she was a key 
figure alongside the male disciples, often besting 
them in faithfulness and understanding. There are 
dozens of examples in which she is a teacher to 
men and given special tasks by Jesus. In one work, 
Jesus says to her and a few others, "I have given you 
authority over all things as children of light," and 
finally Jesus tells Mary directly, "Your heart is 
directed to the Kingdom of Heaven more than all 
your brothers." 
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Though these are not Biblical writings, the 
sheer weight of these ancient texts about Mary 
Magdalene indicates a very high likelihood that she 
indeed played a critical role both before and after 
Jesus’ death – just as the 12 disciples did. Perhaps 
most importantly, her role as Apostle to the 
Apostles appears again and again, being developed 
more fully in these works – showing she was a 
leader of men, a teacher to all, and a preacher of 
the gospel. 

Given all this information, both Biblical and 
extra Biblical, there is one thing I have not yet 
mentioned about her. It is probably the one fact 
you all remember about Mary Magdalene. Since I 
was young, I remember hearing that she was a 
prostitute. 

Only there is absolutely no reason to believe 
this. Nothing in the Bible. Nothing in the other 
ancient literature either. But in 591, Pope Gregory 
the Great sealed this myth by identifying her with 
an unnamed woman in the Gospels. This 
unsupported reading enabled the early church to 
downplay her role and paved the way to exclude 
women from key roles in the Church, despite Jesus’ 
own use of women as key leaders in the faith. 

I believe Mary Magdalene belongs right 
alongside the 12, not only because of her ministry 
with Jesus but her work afterwards – which leads 
us to the legend of the red egg. Like all the disciples, 
many legends about them arose after Jesus’ 
Resurrection: 

Saint Mary Magdalene … gained an 
audience in Rome with the emperor after 
the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ. 
She denounced Pilate for his handling of 
Jesus' trial and then began to talk with 
Caesar about Jesus' resurrection. She picked 
up a hen's egg from the dinner table to 
illustrate her point about resurrection. 
Caesar was unmoved and replied that there 
was as much chance of a human being 
returning to life as there was for the egg to 
turn red. Immediately, the egg miraculously 
turned red in her hand! It is because of this 

tradition that Orthodox Christians exchange 
red eggs at Easter. 

On this All Saints’ Day remember those symbols 
in your life that remind you of your loved ones. And 
this Easter, in honor of Mary Magdalene, be sure to 
color a red egg. Amen. 

 


