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I remember the year our daughter Allison’s science fair project was the effect of sunlight on seed 
germination and growth. She collected the clay pots, the soil, and the beans. Since it was an 
experiment to be conducted with great scientific precision, the pots were the same; the soil was 
the same; the beans were the same; and the amount of water was the same. The only variable 
was the sunlight. One pot received full sunlight; one pot received partial sunlight; one pot 
received no sunlight. She planted the beans and waited for them to sprout and grow.  

The pot that received full sunlight did well. The beans sprouted into young green, flourishing 
shoots. The beans in the pot that received no sunlight also germinated, but they did not turn 
green. They eventually withered away. We waited for the beans to sprout in the pot that received 
only partial sunlight. Nothing happened. We waited and waited and waited. The time for the 
science fair was at hand. So, Allison dug into the soil to discover there were no beans. Somehow, 
she had missed planting the beans. No matter what else this very carefully-executed and 
scientifically-controlled experiment demonstrated, it proved one thing: if you don’t sow the seed, 
you can’t expect a harvest. 

Jesus told a parable about a farmer who went out to sow seed in the field. In the manner of the 
day, he cast the seed upon the ground and then plowed it into the earth. His planting technique 
seems wasteful to our modern minds. At least he got the seed in the ground. No empty pots for 
this farmer. If you don’t sow the seed, you can’t expect a harvest. Jesus tells us that the seed is 
the word of God. Like the sun that blankets the earth with its warmth, the seed is sown.  

The seed of the word of God is scattered upon the earth and hidden in the soil of human life even 
when we cannot see it. God scatters the seeds of faith, hope, and love lavishly upon the earth. 
The parable helps us understand why some people do not respond to the grace of God. More 
than that, the parable helps us see the abundant harvest that the seeds of faith produce when 
they find fertile soil. The return of thirty, sixty, and even a hundredfold would have been an 
amazing, unexpected, and miraculous harvest in the first century world. God has planted the 
seed of faith in you and Jesus promises that it will produce an astonishing harvest in you. 

Maybe the parable is a word against the danger of discouragement when we give our time to a 
ministry or a cause beyond ourselves and, no matter what we do, it doesn’t seem to go anywhere. 
How quickly we become disillusioned when we cannot see the results of our efforts. How hard it 
is to help someone dealing with a serious problem who seems to get things together for a while 
only to fall apart again. I think about the teachers in our city schools who see flashes of growth 
and insight in a child only to find the child has withdrawn from school because the troubled family 
has been evicted one more time. If I were a pessimist and took my cue from the evidence around 
us, I too might have a dim view of the future. Will civilization as we know it fall apart through 
endless wars, violence, hunger, and moral decay? Will the earth become an uninhabitable waste 
land? What happens when we die? Is this physical body with its aches and pains all there is? We 
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are not the first generation to think that things are falling apart. Ancient Greeks and Romans 
complained about the deterioration of families, government, and the moral values of the young.  

Jesus speaks to the anxieties and questions deep within the human psyche. What is going to 
happen in the future? How will it all end? What is going to happen to me? The only way to live 
through disappointment and to trust in an unseen future is to have a greater confidence in God 
who gives the growth. God is a god of abundance, whose mercy is from everlasting to everlasting, 
whose provisions for our needs exceed our wildest dreams, and whose love is beyond measure. 
In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminds us that we only know in part, and we can only see 
in part. One day we shall know in full and see in full. Therefore, we are given not only the promise 
of an abundant harvest in this parable, but also a vision in the Book of Revelation of that final day 
when all shall be revealed, and heaven and earth will be one. John writes that God, “will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.” 
On that day, we shall see the bountiful harvest of God. 

No matter where we are in this journey of life, our ultimate home, our final destination, our end 
is with God in the heavenly city with all the saints. When we know that our destination is set, 
then we can live today on this earth as citizens of that heavenly kingdom. We live with courage 
in the face of the evils we know today and the troubled times in which we live. We seek to 
embody in our life together the promises of God by living abundant lives and building 
communities that are full of harmony, justice, compassion, and peace. We nurture the seeds of 
faith in our lives and in the lives of others. God works in mysterious ways to produce a great 
harvest of faith. God will bless and use our efforts to make a difference in the lives of others. Your 
acts of courage and faithfulness will produce a rich harvest. Your acts of love will shelter all the 
birds of the air. You may think it doesn't matter whether or not you read to your child, but it 
does. You may think it doesn't matter whether or not you share your faith with your spouse, but 
it does. You may think no one will miss you if you don't help at the soup kitchen, but they will. 
You may think that forgiving the person who has wronged you the most won't make any 
difference, but it will. Jesus says it will make all the difference in the world. You are the soil in 
which the seeds of faith are planted. In you, they will produce an abundant harvest.  

When our days are ended, on that last day, at our journey’s end, we will stand before our Maker 
and Redeemer and see the abundant harvest God has wrought in us. We will meet with all the 
saints in the new heaven and new earth to marvel at the abundance of God’s goodness and grace.  

Today we remember all those who have gone before us. We will share the bread and wine with 
all the saints on earth and in heaven. We will name them and lift in prayer those who have shared 
the faith with us in the life of this congregation. In our hearts, we will also remember with 
thanksgiving family and friends from other places who now live with God. As we remember, we 
will give thanks for the glimpses of God that we have seen in their lives. We have seen in them a 
foretaste of what is to come. The seeds of faith planted in their lives will continue to flourish and 
grow through the generations until that final day when we all stand together before the throne 
of God. Together, we will reach our journey’s end because God has planted seeds of faith in us 
that will produce an astonishing and abundant harvest. 


