
 

 
First Presbyterian Church • 393 E Main St • Spartanburg SC 29302-1917 •  864/583-4531 •  www.fpcspartanburg.org 

SIGN POSTS OF ADVENT: LOOK TO HIM! 
Matthew 24:29-31 
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Matthew’s Gospel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and, most 
famously, Revelation have various passages known 
as apocalyptic literature. These passages bend 
reality to such extremes it’s almost impossible to 
root them in our world today. Because of it, 
throughout history, people have treated them as if 
they were a script for a Twilight Zone episode. 

Admittedly, it was one of my favorite shows as 
a child. The bizarre, reality-bending episodes kept 
me completely enthralled. Like the man who killed 
an alien to capture his personal force field only to 
be trapped inside it forever! Or the time William 
Shatner (yes, that's Captain Kirk) played a man on 
a commercial flight that spots a gremlin on the 
wing destroying the plane! Rod Serling’s opening 
set the stage perfectly! 

There is a fifth dimension beyond that which 
is known to man. It is a dimension as vast as 
space and as timeless as infinity. It is the 
middle ground between light and shadow, 
between science and superstition, and it lies 
between the pit of man's fears and the 
summit of his knowledge. This is the 
dimension of imagination. That's the 
signpost up ahead - your next stop, the 
Twilight Zone! 

The Twilight Zone pealed back the curtain of 
the ‘normal’ world into stranger truths, which 
were both frightening and fascinating.  

I imagine if Rod were still making shows today 
there might be an episode in which a retailer 
opened his store on Black Friday and not have a 
single person purchase anything or a stockbroker 
waking up one morning to find the DOW had gone 
to zero! In the Twilight Zone, the world has 
become unpredictable and chaotic and that is 
what we find in Matthew’s Gospel. 

This morning’s verses speak of the sun going 
dark and the stars falling from heaven. Throughout 

history, eclipses have led to deep dread and panic. 
But it’s not just the rocking of the heavens that 
cause such reactions. The unraveling of the 
financial world can cause the same response. 
Thus, when the stock market crashed in the 1920’s 
people leaped from buildings. When Black Friday 
isn’t as robust as last year, we have to listen to 
endless analysis from the pundits. These are the 
signs, the tea leaves so to speak, that our world 
reads to determine if all is well or if the sky is 
falling. 

When fear and panic set in, is precisely when 
others seize advantage. They stoke the flames of 
fear into a fever pitch, preaching doom and gloom 
to a world unsettled with itself. Because of it, 
people can even be duped into believing the world 
will end on March 21, 1844, October 22, 1844, as 
the Millerites did, or April 22, 1959, like the 
Branch Dividians, or 1697, 1716, and 1736, as 
Cotton Mather predicted. In fact, there won’t be 
an end to such apocalyptic-doom sayings until 
someone is lucky enough to get it right. 

During Advent, we think of Christ’s appearing in 
two ways: His original arrival as a babe in 
Bethlehem, and His return at the end of history. It 
is this Second Advent that people have been trying 
to predict since the weeks He left this earth to 
return to heaven. It is a natural human inclination 
to want to know. But these passages are not 
meant for predicting His return at the end of the 
world, but to help us live now. 

To understand, we have to know something 
about the ancient world. The sky was the original 
smartphone. It was their GPS, clock, calendar, and 
more! 

Today, no matter how lost I am, in whatever 
city or rural location I find myself in, I only need to 
pull out my phone, open the Google Maps app, 
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and I instantly know where I am and how to get 
where I want to go. If I want to know the time of 
day, the day of the year, or my work schedule, I 
pull out my phone. In Jesus’ day it was even easier. 
All they had to do was look up. 

In ancient times, the stars were the Google 
Maps of the day (provided it wasn't cloudy!). Even 
traveling through unfamiliar territory with no 
landmarks, they could simply look to the stars to 
find their place and chart their course. The stars 
also told them when to plant and harvest crops 
because they could tell the season of the year by 
the position of the constellations. The sun told 
them what time it was. So when Matthew 
describes disturbances like the stars falling from 
heaven, he is describing a world in which people 
cannot find their bearings. Their traditional way of 
finding place and meaning and direction in the 
world would disappear! Complete and utter 
chaos! It would feel like the Twilight Zone! 

But Jesus message is crystal clear in disorienting 
times: When the world seems to be falling apart 
look to Him. Don't listen to the doomsayers, listen 
to Him. Don't look to your traditional measures to 
gain your bearings in the world, look to Him.  

Jesus knew His followers would face extremely 
hard times. Ridicule from the culture and 
sometimes-savage persecution from emperors. 
Jesus wanted them to know when it felt like the 
world was ending, and it surely would many times, 
that, at that moment, they could look to the 
heavens and see “the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. In 
other words, when you need Him the most, He will 
emerge from the chaos to bring order and hope. 
No matter how upside down the world seems. In 
fact, that is precisely when you should be looking 
for Him. 

This is the pattern Jesus showed us in His first 
time here on earth. The sign of the end, of failure 
and of loss, is the sign that, oddly enough, God’s 
ultimate victory was about to be won. That is 
Jesus’ death was the moment right before His 

resurrection! God turned reality and the signs of 
the world on their head and used them to bring 
about the plan of salvation. And God will do it 
again. 

So these passages are about comfort and 
assurance, but not about telling us exactly when 
He will return. 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:36 “about that day 
and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 
Apparently, not even Jesus knows when it will 
happen, so we certainly do not. In fact, Jesus goes 
on to tell us it will come unexpectedly…so be 
ready! The point of these passages is to motivate 
us to live each day as if Christ were right around 
the corner. 

Despite the disorienting nature of the passage, 
Matthew is not painting doom and gloom but 
something quite different.  

From year to year Christians have a rather 
strange set of signs we look for, quite apart from 
the DOW or Black Friday numbers. We aren’t 
looking for Santa, or fantastic prices, but for 
shepherds, angels, a star, and a manger to let us 
know we are headed in the right direction. This we 
do annually every December. However, these are 
signs of remembrance of a time when Jesus came 
long ago. Other passages tell us that when it 
seems like the world is ending, when things are 
truly at their worst, that is when Jesus’ ultimate 
and final victory is around the corner. So even 
when there is much to fear, as Christians, we 
should not fear. For the end means Jesus is about 
to win the final victory. 

Since we are in between the first and the 
Second Advent we will not find Jesus in a manger 
nor coming on a cloud. Yet, we do need Christ’s 
presence right now in our lives and in the world. 
We don't want to be waiting for the future or 
pining away about the past.  

Fortunately, the Bible tells us the signs we can 
read to find him today.  
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It is found in Luke when Jesus unfurls the Isaiah 
Scroll saying,  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

This means if the poor are having good news 
brought to them, if captives are being released, if 
the blind are finding sight, and the oppressed are 
being freed, then Christ is right here, right now. 
You don't have to wonder or muse where Jesus is. 
He tells us. And you are right where He is! 

At First Presbyterian you work hard in Jesus’ 
name.   

In the Angel Tree ministry, those prisoners will 
be freed from worry about their children having a 
good Christmas through the presents you bring.  
The needy will find Good News in electricity and 
heating bills paid through the Purnell Fund.  

And all of us, who oppress ourselves with the 
furious pace of the holiday season, can find 
freedom in lighting a candle on Christmas Eve. 

This December, let us remember how the infant 
Christ came long ago. Let us remind ourselves that 
no matter how troubling the world can get, Christ 
is right around the corner. And if you want to see 
Christ here and now, be generous to the poor and 
do whatever you can to set people free from all 
that imprisons them.  Amen. 

 


