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SIGN POSTS OF ADVENT: OUR HOLY GUEST 
Luke 2:1-6 
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This year we are taking a looking at our Advent 
texts as various sign posts along the road. We 
obey so many signs every day. Stop, Yield, One 
Way, and more.  

Last week the signpost read “Look Up!” like one 
of those falling rock signs. We had to be wary 
because Christ is always right around the corner. 

This week the sign post reads “Turn Around! 
Wrong Way!” The sign is telling us that the roads 
are flooded ahead and to go any further on that 
path would be foolish. 

This is the essence of John’s message, as he 
emerges wild eyed from the wilderness. Repent! 
Repent literally means to turn around. He is the 
traffic policeman right before the bridge that is 
flooded, holding up his hands saying, “Go no 
further!” Turn your lives around. 

Part of living our lives as if Christ were right 
around the corner, involves turning away from the 
dead-end parts as John proclaims. We must turn 
away from self-righteous judgment… from 
impatient unjust anger… from contemptuous 
thoughts about our neighbor. 

However, there is a problem. We’re not sure 
how. The road is narrow to begin with. Turning 
around looks impossible! Remember those three-
point turns you had to learn in Driver’s Education? 
Well, they’re even harder when the road is 
flooded. 

Let’s be realistic. Try as we might at this 
repenting, no one has ever gotten it right. There is 
such a narrow path for repentance to truly work. 

It is something like putting. Putting is extremely 
difficult. You can only be off by the narrowest of 
margins. A mere one-degree will miss a ten foot 
putt by several inches. Then you have to factor in 
wind, green speed, break, and just plain luck! You 

want to shave those precious few strokes off your 
game and, when you do sink that critical putt, it is 
such a thrill because you know you have done 
something! But not even the pros make them all. 
Not even close. It is impossible to make every 
putt. But as a golfer, you keep trying, because that 
is the game. In life, not even the holiest people get 
it right all the time. Not even close! And though 
we can’t ever stop trying, we need not feel we are 
failures. The Bible gives us a different path than 
perfection. 

John the Baptist gives us more than the hard 
word of change. He tells us God is going to make it 
easy, it won’t be a steep climb or a crooked road 
but straight and level. It won’t require complicated 
rituals or birthrights. 

God has decided to make a level path for us, to 
take out the treacherous breaks that make 
putting, and life, so hard. Luke’s passage is such 
Good News! The crooked will be made straight, 
the rough places plain. Almost as if God is creating 
a track for our ball to follow! Instead of perfection, 
we are told by John to bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. 

In other words, show that you are trying to turn 
around, even if you don’t get it right every time. 
We repent not simply by turning away from sin, 
but turning to Jesus. It means doing something for 
Christ directly. 

A classic Christmas tale tells us how. 

Every December when I was little my 
grandmother would recount the mesmerizing tale, 
The Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke – about a 
4th Wise Man who spends his entire life trying to 
meet Christ. The wise man has various treasures 
he wants to give to Christ, but instead uses them 
to save the life of a child and finally uses his last 
jewel, a pearl, to ransom a young woman from 
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slavery. He dies from a falling roof tile and is 
emotionally crushed by his failure to see the 
Christ. Before he breathes his last, a voice from 
heaven tells him, "Verily I say unto thee, inasmuch 
as thou hast done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, thou hast done it unto me." 

Of course these are Jesus exact words from the 
parable of the sheep. So Jesus has told us precisely 
how to repent, that is, how to turn to Him. He tells 
us, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink” and 
so on. We do this each Advent, in so many ways, 
by caring for those in need. But we need to be 
generous in at least one other way that might help 
us, more than anything else we do, to be ready for 
His arrival, and it has to do with another often 
overlooked phrase in Matthew 25, “I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.” 

In Advent, we spend a lot of time shopping, 
dusting, and preparing for guests. One mother 
even made the fringe on the oriental carpet all line 
up (with no knots whatsoever!) so that everything 
would be perfect once the guests arrived. Our 
guests arrive and we all enjoy the merriment of 
gathering with friends. I know I look forward to 
this time every year. For me it is a time of joy, 
laughter, good food, and good fun.  

But there is another guest we should also be 
preparing to receive – with the same expectation 
as our friends coming through the door. 

I remember a grace we sung around the dinner 
table as I was growing up, to the tune of Old 
Hundredth, 

Lord Jesus be our Holy Guest, 
Our morning joy our evening rest, 
And with this daily bread impart, 
Thy joy and peace to every heart. 

It was such an enchanting notion to think of 
Christ’s coming to sit at our table. When I sang it, 
my 8-year-old mind imagined Jesus literally 
entering our home. 

I think it might help all of us to remember the 
Jewish tradition surrounding Elijah. During the 

Seder, they place a cup for Elijah so they will be 
always ready for that unexpected guest and to 
express their hope for future redemption. Perhaps 
we should place an extra chair, plate, or cup at our 
table for our Christmas’ feasts to be ready for our 
Holy Guest, the Christ.  

So it is something more than giving to those in 
need. It needs a human connection. I have to 
wonder if Jesus said these words remembering the 
hospitality His family received when they fled 
Herod’s persecution, left their home, and went to 
Egypt. Jesus knew what it was like to be a stranger 
in a strange land. 

Perhaps this is one of the reasons Jesus had a 
special heart for the displaced and the 
dispossessed. This means that, according to Christ, 
when we welcome the stranger, we welcome Him. 
That is how we receive Christ as our Holy Guest. 
This just might be the best Christmas present we 
can give the Lord at His birth. 

Rather than sinless perfection, that none of us 
can achieve, we have a very concrete task. Who do 
you know that is rootless or homeless? Someone 
who would appreciate a seat at the table, a reason 
to be hopeful, or a sign that someone cares. I 
know at least one of our Sunday school classes is 
considering adopting a displaced family. 

So this Advent, let us repent. That is, let us turn 
around our preparations for Christmas and instead 
prepare for Christ. Prepare for Him to be your Holy 
Guest. Welcome a stranger and you, like the 
Fourth Wiseman, you will have welcomed Christ. 
Amen. 

 


